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BH -. ay halen akon — been 
een te, Hande, by. the Taue r Gun, 
ae Men, and aſcribed to them by 

N. WW; 4 % Opinions, of Men,. ove. my think, 
r ve laler, and, manifeſt : I 
theſe et have written of Hundi, have generally, 1as far 
as- have ſcen, rather ſuppoſed. this., and talen it fox 
granted, than endeauoured to prove it. Audit ho few have 
denied it, yet. fame have, even among Papifts. Bellar. de 
Concil. I. 1. c. 3. ſpeaking of Acts 15. tells.us, that Ale 
bert. Pighius contends that this original ＋ Councils. is 
plainly. human, and deviſed. by natural Reaſon., Aud * 
likely. that ſuch a.great» Man had many  Follaxwers.. Aud 
Bellarmine himſelf. ſchs there any that it is, mare pul- 
ble that it is Divine, And Grotius, de Imper. ſum. po- 
teſtat. circa ſacra. c. 7. proves that Snode were 
not appoimed by Chriſt, Mat. 18. 17. aud ſays, tis doubt- 
ful whether tir Aſſembly mentioned. Acts 15. were a Sy- 
nod ? Aud indeed he ſbews, that it was not. - But I took no 
wotice -of.. either. of theſe; till Jong after I had written, this © 

A 2 Diſcous ſe. 


be PE FAE 
22 * But 2 
Bt Phre 2: p. 366; Ofen ou aof be told 
| den CE One 5 
Government, but fof agreement among The 
and a Synod of Biſhops are not the Governours of 
any one Biſhop there preſent., I note theſe things in 
hope that it may ſomewhat rl Prejudices in the Caſe, 


fo that what I ſay may be the more calmly confider'd, and 


Far; hve 119 Or oh 


p meds ſuch as 
and of which there are Iarge Hi —_ Da 
* wt 


Councils, had been of Soi Inftitution 
| found in Scripture how 'Chrift appoinjadl' 
leaft how che Apoſiles ſettled," or held ſamd 
reftions, or Example how" Fach might be calle in time 
come. There were Churthis in Judea, and Galiſee; and 
Samaria, and it is likely in Perſia 00; Jo +that there 
might have been e ane Dy as. and National H- 
nod in the land of Canaan :' The ze "might have 
been in many other Contttries, for there were Churches 
in mam. And there might bave been one Delegate at 
leaſt ſent from every Provincial, - or National - Synod: 
And theſe together might have made a general Council 
And if fuch  Synods had been the only, ov - beſt- mietitis 
to preſerve the Churches from Herefies, there" was oc. 
cafion enough for them in the Apoſtles Times, in whith 
there were many Antichriſts, But of ſuch Councils, or 
Synods we read nothing in the New Teſtament, neither 
Nane, nor Thing. N 

De Council mentioned in the Goſpel; and: in As 
ch. iv. 5, 6, 22, 23, 24. was the ſewiſn Sanhe- 
drim, or Court of Seventy : But tho this Aſſembly was 
appointed of God, Numb. 1 1. yet they condemned Chriſt, 
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This was the Stone which was ſet; at; nought 
by you: Builders, which: is become. the heady 
the Corner. | oat A K 28 

De ſame. — perſectted the Ae, and Chyift- 
za and hindered the preaching, and "receiving. the Goſ- 
pet; at much ag they tl could. But if th A fſembly, 
on Council which was appointed of God, did fa degenerate and 
err th will thin $hat-Councils, | or Syuods) in the 
Chriftian Church, - which. are quite C: another - Nature, 
neuer appointed. of Cod, hut ulolh the. device of. Men, 
may nut r La, and do more hurr "than good?" Aud this 
hath. often ee ae, a 
| not ber. Wonen (Wy JG Ii 7+ ks 

+ That they may err, ir plainky 3 the thirty 
wine Articles, Art. M. Of the Authority of * general 
Councils. For as much as they be an Aſſembly of 
Men, whereof--alb: be not governed with the Spirit 
and: Word of God, they may err, and ſometimes 
have erred, even in things pertaining- to God. And 
F general Councils" err, they are pernitious, and do a 
great deal of. hurt, miſleading mam, and dividing them 


perſocuting them, becauſe they ui nat beur them com- 
pany in their Error. So if National, or Provincial 
Swot err, "the hurt will be proportionable, only it will 
not extend ſo far. But ſmall. Synods f neighbouring 
Paſtors meeting only to aſſiſt one another by, Council,” and 
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v The FRN FIA AI 
- BY hat bath been ſaid, tuill help to anſwer hie gat 
Oje. that auiil be made xguinſt deming rbe Jos Di 
vinum f greut und lunge Symelr t har if riero Mur 
—— urch will be ſadh divided anil there will 
© be mo Remedy. to od 
Bur, Firſt, Th there bade dhe e Bal 
led general Ounril and very many \huntiyetls f Pro- 
vimtial, and\National Sind, jet the Church hath bebrg 
and is ſadly: divided; If we' confider the \ diffeyencs bes 
rween Greeks, Armenians; Abyſſines, Oc. Papiſts, 
and Proteſtants; Lutherans, and Calviniſts; an l 
Subdivifions among al theſe, hdl rheſe Yar aye 22 
uf in Englid, Me ſhall be 'yendy to thin fuvely be 
Church cant rradily be more dibidud than i hath deen 
and is, In particular, if we cunfider the Account \Bi- 
ſhop Stillingfleet\: hath "given f the Divi uus diuong 
Papiſts, in his "diſcourſe f the Idols ih th Qhurch 
Rome, c. 5. Ve may ſee ' how fur Popes, and Cuil 
have been from being an effebtual' Remedy againſt thi, 
| Seeondly, Many, i not moſt of - the Divifions among 
\Obriſtians Harde bern cauſed, occhi foncd, or 'Perpetnated by 
*Symeds.* And "they muſt needs have ſuch: an" eſfett whett- 
ever they err in what'\they tedth, and appoint. 1: For 
(there have been, and ill ui be ſome who are bed 
and governed by the Spirit, and Mud of Cod, and will 
not, As they ought not, fall in uithi the * <<: aff and 
Iventiont of Men, "though brought in, _ ſettled. 9 
mam, and great Spnods, 08 N Venn fe 
Not to inſiſt on particulur Hiſtories, or inſtancis f 
Div ons octaſoned, or cauſed by Synods, if there bad 
been no Synods, the Opinious, or ꝓractiſes abaut which 
Chriſtians have been divided, would have been looked 
on as the Doftrines, or Cuſtoms of particular Men, or 


Churches, and judged of accordingiy by the uord , God, 
2 which 
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2 been looked on as the only Rule to. 
Bia” when" Hod Lo ler e 
d appointed, their Erxori have 
Ip1mons, and Prafitiſes of whole Natrons, and 2 5 . HAN 
and rhere barb been Eten of judging by Spree 


if new Rule 60 1 
71 Faith, — 7; Fa N 5 een Wa ich muſt | 1 
needs gl, the Jadeſt Divifio, aal pp „ 
whilh forme merh Fathers, and Cum) aud flight. neg- 
kg, 4's reproach Scripture; and others dean 10 Scrigyaye 

only Rule. „ att ogui baun 
ET oat; . that, rae nay; . 

of 18 5 9 A'S have, done dune] wel v 

v =o r 7 e MO; dave, been, ay 
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E Order of e ene itive Churches, as 
it is fully deſcribed in the Inſpi red Writ 
clogs 6 Payton: and Evangelifts, h lumbly. en 
quired into. Price 15. ui Of 1. 
II. The Extent of the' Primitive Churches en- 
quired into; and ſome Reaſons to 4 that they 
were Congregations. Wich = Tab ef "all the 
Places in the New Teſtament, where the 


Cliurch is uſed, digeſted under proper H Heads | 
+ 0 
Ow 


III. The Origin of Churches : Or, a 

ſewing, 1. The different 3 acceptations of the Word 
Church, in Scripture. 2 Tha Chrift appel ted 
Churches. 3. That the Apaſttes Conſtitutec 2 
and, 4. The Way, and Maimer in which Nas * 
dene. Price 8 d. | 
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ENQUIRED INTO; 
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Some ages offered, that they can 


ouly give Advice to CnuRCHEs, 
= not make Laws for them. 


FOE FI HE Greek Word =Evurd\&, Symodus, 
JESS a Synod, ſignifies an Aſſembly, or 
Meeting: But Uſe and Cuſtom have 
appropriated it to ſignify an Aſſem- 
bly, or Meeting of the. Paſtors of 
— divers Churches; or of Delegates 
choſen, and ſent by them. Such Aſſemblies are alſo 


called Councils. 
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2 Te POWER of STNODS. 

The Enquiry here made, is not what Power ſuch 
Aſſemblies have had, or have, in any Nation, by the 
Laws, or Cuſtoms of that Nation ? but what Power, 
or Authority they have in the Church? 

Some aſcribe to them a Power of declaring what 
is Truth, or Error, in any point of Doctrine which is 
controverted; of making Canons, or Rules which 
ſhall have the Force of Laws; of judging, and in- 
flicting Puniſnments; at leaſt of excommunicating, 
and abſolving: And all this with ſuch Authority, 
| that all Churches, and Members of them muſt ſub- 
mit to their Deciſions, and Sentences ; and obſerve 
their Rules ; or elſe be liable to Puniſhments in this 
World; at leaſt be guilty of Schiſm, which is in- 
deed a great Sin in the Sight of God. 

Now if they have any ſuch Power in the Church 
of Chrift, they muſt have it from Chriſt, the only 
King, and Head of the Church. What Power can 
any have in a Kingdom, but what they have from 
the King? Eſpecially. if he. þe abſolute, the Foun- 
tain'of all Power, as Chrift is in his Kingdom. 

And if Synods have any ſuch Power from Chriſt, 
it may be known by the New Teſtament, which is 
his Word: And we have no way of knowing his 
Mind but by that. We have no other Tradition 
of what Chriſt taught, or appointed ; or of what his 
Apoftles, who were directed by him, and guided by 
his Spirit, taught, and appointed but only that. As 
for other pretended Traditions, we know not thro 


whoſe Hands they have come, and ſo no. Credit is 
to be given to them, nor will be by thoſe that are 


wiſe. 
But if 1 have ſuch Power from Chriſt, it 
muſt be becauſe he hath appointed them, and given 
| them 
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them ſuch Power. Therefore, 1. It muſt be clear 
that he hath appointed them, elſe they have no Power 


at all from him. 2. He muſt have given them ſuch 
Power, or elſe they cannot have it: For he may have 
appointed them for other Purpoſes, as to aſſiſt one 


another, by adviſing, and encouraging one another 


in their Duties, and Difficulties; or to give Advice 


to Churches, or Chriſtians, on many Occaſions ; tho 


they have no Authority over Churches, or the - Pa- 
ſtors, or Members of them, either ro make Laws, 
or to judge, or to decide and determine any Que- 
ſtions, or Controverſies : So that their Deciſions muſt 


not be ſubmitted to any further than the Proofs, 


or Reaſons they bring force Aſſent to what they 
80 that the main Thing to be enquired into, is 
whether Chriſt hath appointed Synods? If this be 
not clear, there is no occaſion for enquiring what 
Power he hath given them? for then ir will be 
plain, that he hath given them none at all, neither 
more, nor leſs. 

But if Chrift hath not appointed Synods, yet the 
Paſtors of neighbouring Churches, who can do it 
without neglecting any of their Work, may oft meet 
together, and be helpful to one another, and to 
their Churches, by deciding difficult Queſtions , 
and by giving prudent Advices; confirmed, and en- 
forced with convincing, and weighty Reaſons. Plus 
wvident oculi, quam oculus. Chriſt would have all his 


 Minifters to be loving, and kind to one another; 


and ready to help one another to promote Know- 
ledge, and Holineſs, the Salvation of Souls, and the 
right Order of his Churches. This we may be ſire 
of, whether he hath appointed Synods, or no. 
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I ſhall therefore conſider what 1 find brought te 
prove the divine Inſtitution of Synods: Whether 
Chriſt appointed that there ſhould be ſuch > Or the 
- Apoſtles ſettled, or convened, or held any ſuch > If 
er of theſe Things appear, we may conclude 
that Synods are not of divine Inſtitution. - 

Firſt, The only Place I find brought to prove 
that Chriſt hath appointed Synods, is Mat. xviii. 17, 
to 20. And this is a plain Place to prove that Chriſt 
hath appointed Churches, 7. e. Congregations of 
Chriſtians, as the Word ſignifies ; and theſe not on- 
ly as worſhipping, but governed Societies, in which 
there ſhould be a Pars regens, and a Pars  ſubdita ; ; 

Rulers, and Subjects. Tell it to the Church, in plain 
Engliſh, tell it to the Congregation muſt ſignify tell it 
the Rulers of the Congregation, as in our common 
Way of Speaking, tell it to the City, muſt ſignify 
tell it to the Rulers of the City : And in the Language 
of the Old Teſtament, which the Apoſtles might then 
have underſtood, the Congregation, which was to 
judge between the Slayer, and the Revenger of Blood was 
the Rulers of the Congregation, Numb. xxxv. 24, 25. 
and 12. Joſh. xx. 6, 9. But tell the Congregation can- 
not ſignify tell the Rulers, or Delegates of many 
Congregations. © And the Promiſe that what you 
ſhall do in binding, or looſing ſhall be ratified by 
Chriſt in Heaven, muſt be ſpoken to the Apoſtles, 
as they were to be the firſt Rules of the firſt Church 
that was ever to be; and fo to all following Rulers 
of Churches, And becauſe the Apoſtles were not 
to be always together at Jeruſalem, as Gal. i. 18, 19. 
and ſometimes a - {mall Church would have but 
two Rulers in all, Chriſt promiſed to be preſent, 
and hear, and ratify what was done, if there were 

but 


K. 
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of the Words: And here is nothing like the In- 


es Sentence, which is according to his Word: This 


ever they ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven, 


but three, or but two of them together, or but two 
Rulers in a Church. This is the plain meaning 


ſtitution of Synods: One Church is ſpoken of, 
but of Synods here is neither Name, nor Thing. 

Here is indeed a Proceſs, or Progreſſion; Firſt, 
the offending Brother is to be told of his Fault 
alone; and if that do not bring him to Repentance, 
before two or three Witneſſes : But this is before the 
matter is brought to the Church: And if kw or 
three cannot move him, it muſt be brought 
to the Church, it is to go no further, but he is 
to be caſt out, and eſteemed as an Heathen Man, 
and a Publican . And Chriſt will ratify the Church- 


muſt needs be implied. And if Chriſt will ratify 
it, who may pretend to reverſe it. 

If Chriſt had ſaid, i he neglect to hear the Church, 
tell it to the Churches of the Province; and if he leg. 
dect to hear them, tell it to the Churches of the Na- 
tion; and if be hear not them, let him be to thee 

as an Heathen Man, and a Publican; and whatſo- 


&c. he would indeed have appointed Provincial, 
and National Synods. And, ſurely if he had in- 
tended to appoint Synods in this Place, he would 
have uſed theſe, or the like Expreſſions. But be- 
cauſe he meant that every Church ſhould have full 
power over its own Members, he only directs to 
tel the Church, and hear the Church; and promiſes 
to ratify the Sentence of the Governours of it, 
whether in binding, or looſing ; and ſpeaks this to 
the Apoſtles, who were to be the firſt Governourg 


of the firſt Church, to encourage them, and all fol- 
l owing - 
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lowing Governours of all other Churches: Yea, tho' 
a Church ſhould be ſo deprived of its Governours 


at the preſent, or ſo ſmall, as to have but . 


SGovernours in it. 

By this it appears, that a Chriſtian Church, or 
Congregation, hath the like Power of judging be- 
tween the Members of it, that che Congregation 
of Iſrael had; but with this difference, that he. that 
would not obey the Congregation of Iſrael, was by 
that ſevere Law. to die preſently, Deut. xvii. 12. 
But he that will not obey a Chriſtian Congrega- 
tion, is to be caſt out of it; and left to the judg- 
ment of Chriſt at the great Day: And we are 
ſare he will not- ratify an unjuſt Sentence, that 
was not paſt according to his Word. 


And if there be conſtant Synods of neighbour- 


ing Churches, nothing need hinder but that a 
Perſon, that is grieved at the Sentence of a Church, 
may complain to the Synod ; and if they ſee cauſe 
to adviſe the Church to review, or moderate the 
Sentence, it may be as well as if they could uſe 
the Magiſtrates Sword to compel them to it; and 
much better. In ſuch caſes, perſuaſion by good, 
and wiſe Men will be found more effectual to re- 
form diſorders in Churches, than compulſion. And 
weighty Reaſons, urged with Humility, and Love, 
will certainly ſooner heal Breaches, and compoſe 
the minds of Chriſtians to Unity, and Love, 
than outward Force, which is commonly uſed with 
Pride. 

Secondly, if we enquire whether the Apoſtles di- 
rected that Synods ſhould be held, or convened ? or 
held any Synods, or Aſſemblies of the Paſtors of di- 
yers Churches? I think all will grant that they did 
| | not: 
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not: For I find not any ſo much as pretending to 
prove that they did. And if the Apoſtles neither 
taught that there ſhould be Synods, nor gave any di- 
rections about them; nor called, nor held any; I think 
it is plain that Synods are not of divine Inftitution. 
All that is alledged in this Caſe, for proof of Sy- 
nods, is that the Apoſtles met together divers times, 
and ſometimes with other Elders, as is related by 
Luke, As, i, and vi, and xv, and xxi. But it is not 
{aid that the Apoſtles were Paſtors of divers Church- 
es, and met together in that capacity; and it is plain 
that they did not: And therefore what ever Name 
may be given to theſe Meetings, they were not Sy- 
nods. But I ſhall conſider them particularly. 
Firft, The Aſſembly ſpoken of Acts i. was not 
an Aſſembly of the Paſtors of divers Churches; 
for, it was before there was any Chriſtian Church, 
unleſs this Aſſembly was a Church: And a part 
of this Aſſembly, perhaps the greateſt part were 
Women, which are not wont to be Members of 
Synods, v. 14. Theſe all (viz. the Apoſtles) continued 
with one accord in Prayer, and Supplication ; with the 
Women, and Mary the Mother of Jeſus, and with" bis 
Brethren. Where we ſee alſo, that the main buſi- 
neſs of this Aſſembly was Prayer; which does not 
uſe to be the great work of Synods, nor that 
for which they meet. 2 
Many indeed have ſuppoſed, that the Seventy were 
part of the Hundred and Twenty which were pre- 
ſent in that Aſſembly; but tis ſtrange, if they were, 
that Lale does not ſay ſo, nor give the leaſt inti- 
mation of any ſuch thing. And 'tis ſure the Apoſtles 
did not appoint, or ſet Seventy to ſtand as Candidates 
for the Apoſtleſhip, but two only; nor did they 
| pray, 
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pray, ſaying, Chriſt, ſhew which of theſe ſeventy, but whether 
of theſe two thou haſt choſen,'v. 23, 24. And the ſe- 
venty were not continually with | Chriſt before his 
death, as the Apoſtles were: But we have reaſon 
to think, that after they had once gone whither 
Chriſt. ſent them, they returned to their  ſeyeral 
Homes. And the Apoſtles only were commanded 
by Chriſt, juſt before his Aſcenſion, not to depart 
from Jeruſalem, till the Spirit was poured out, v. 
2, 4. Nor is it probable that ſo great a body of 
Men as the Seventy ſhould in ſuch a manner 
| keep together; and that at Jeruſalem: 'Tho' they 
might come up with other Hraelites, from their 
ſeveral Places, at the day of Pentecoft. 
But if it were never ſo certain ** the ſe- 
venty were part of this Aſſembly; it would not 
prove it a Synod, for the reaſons already menti- 
oned ; and becauſe they were not now Paſtors of 
divers Congregations, however they mo have been 
ſo afterward, 

Secondly, 'Thoſe that bring As vi. as an Inſtance 
of a Synod, might as well bring As iv. where 
the Apoſtles ſat together ; and the prices of Houſes 
and Lands, were laid at their Feet, v. 34, 35, 37, 
and c. v. where Ananias, and Sapphira were ftrik- 
en dead, for lying to them, and to the Holy Ghoſt. 
And'c. 8. 14. where the other Apoſtles ſent Peter, 
and John to Samaria, to ordain them Paſtors there. 
But as none, that I know of, ſay that theſe were 
Synods, no more was this Aſſembly of the Apoſtles, 
Atts vi. For the Apoſtles were not Paſtors of di- 
vers Churches, now met rogether from their ſeve- 
ral Places at Jeruſalem; but joint Paſtors. of that 


one Church at Jeruſalem, where they reſided long 
before 


„ %S So 


before, and after this time. And they now acted 


as Paſtors of that Church, taking care that the 


Collections made in it, might be diſtributed to all 
the Poor of it, ſo that none might have cauſe to 
complain that they were neglected: For the Dea- 
cons, whom they directed the Diſciples to chooſe, 


were to ſerve 'under them, as Treaſures ro cols 
lect, and disburſe the'Church's Stock. They act- 


ed alſo as Apoſtles, who were directed, and au- 


thorized by Chriſt, to conſtitute a new Order of 
Miniſters in that Church, for a Pattern of what 
ſhould be in other Churches: As they themſelves 
were the firſt Elders, or Paſtors in this firſt Church, 


for a Pattern to other Churches. So that this A. 


ſembly, Act, vi. may be called, and was a Preſ- 
bytery, but not a Synod. And the Ordination here 


mentioned, which is the firſt we read of in the 
Chriſtian Church, was by a Presbytery, as _ others 


mentioned in Scripture were. | 
Thirdly, In Acts xxi. We have 1 Inſtance 

of a Presbytery in the Church of Jeruſalem, above 

twenty Years after the former: But nothing like a 


Synod, v. 18. Paul went in with. us unto James, and 


all the Elders were preſent. And they called Paul 


Brother, v. 20. As being a fellow Elder, and gave 


him advice, v. 24. which he followed, ſurely as 
moved by their Reaſons, which we have, v. 20, 21, 
22, 25. There were alſo others with Paul, of whom 
Luke was one. Paul, ſays he, went in with us: But 


neither Luke, nor they, as far as we know, were. 


Paſtors of other Churches: And if ſome of them 
were Meſſengers of other Churches, as its like 
they were, they did not go as Delegates to debate 
in a Synod, but as Truftees to aſſiſt Paul in car- 


C rying 
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rying Money for the relief of the Poor, c. xxiy. 17. 
2 Cor. vi. 19, 20, 21, 23. And this was put in- 
to the hands of James, and the Elders; who would 

take care it ſhould be diſtributed by the Deacons. 
| Fourthly, Afs xv. may fitly be the laſt Inſtance, 
ſome waving all the other Inſtances, and bring- 
ing this as the only Proof of Synods. 

But if this Aſſembly of the Apoſtles, and Elders 
at Jeruſalem was a Synod, it was the only Synod. 
in all the Apoſtles time, and a long time after. A 
learned Writer *, ſpeaking of a meeting of divers 
we th in Afaa, ja, againſt the Errors of Monta- 

A. D. 181, ſays, This was the. firſt Council 
we gy after that held by the Apoſtles, at Jeruſalem, 
A. D. 49. And it may be queſtioned whether theſe 
meetings in Afia, were Synods, or no? Euſebius does 
not call them ſo, but the firſt Synods he ſpeaks of, 
were thoſe which were held in the time of Victor, 
Biſhop of Rome, (for, and againſt the keeping the Paſ- 
ſover, on the fourteenth Day of the firſt. Month) 
about A. D. 200: For the Controverſy 8 ſaid to 
have begun A. D. 196. 

And if this Aſſembly at Jeruſalem was a Synods 
as it was the only one in all the Apoſtles Times, ſo 
it was a very ſmall one. It was neither a National, 
nor a Provincial Synod: Much leſs was it an oe- 
cumenial, or general Council: And ſo it can be 
no proof for any of theſe, nor for a ſubordina- 
tion of Synods. 

Some Years before this Time, the Goſpel had 
been preached ro the Gentiles; and the Apoſtles 
had diſperſed themſelves to 90 to preach it in all 


5 — — 


* Eachard Eccleſ. Hiſt. 1, 3. c. iii, 
Na- 
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Nations: So that by this Time there were Church- 
es in many Nations. And Paul and Barnabas, had 
preached in Cyprus, Pamphilia, Difidia, Lycaonia, and 
Attalia; and ordained them Elders in every Church: But 
none of theſe were called to this Aſſembly at Je- 
ruſalem; ſo that it was not a general Council. 

There were now alſo Churches in Hria, and Ci- 
licia, which Haul, and Silas confirmed, or ſtrengthen d, 
v. 41. And to theſe the Epiſtle was written from 
Jeruſalem, v. 23. And had Chriſt intended to ſet 
an Example of Synods, furely the Paſtors of theſe 
Churches ſhould have been ſummoned by Paul, and 
Barnabas, to meet together at Antioch, or ſome 
other Place to debate the Queſtion, whether the 
Gentiles ſhould be Circumciſed, and keep the Law? 
and it ſhould have been determined by the ma- 
jority of Votes. This would have been an Exams 
ple of a Synod, and” ſich Synods might be 
held in future Times: But here was no ſuch Thing; 
it may ſeem, it was not ſo much as thought on; 
but one Church ſends to ſome Apoſtles, and to 
the Elders of an other Church, near 300 Miles 
off, v. 2. i aa” 

As they went this Journey, they paſſed through 
Phenice, and Samaria *, where there were Churches 
too, (as alſo in Galilee, by which they muſt have 
paſſed) and they declared the Converſion of the Gentiles, 
and cauſed great Joy to all the Brethren, v. 3. But 
they did not ſummon, nor invite the Paſtors to 
go with them, to aſſiſt in a Synod to be held 
there. 


— _ — — — — — not 
Acts ix. 31, 
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There were alſo Churches. in judea, long before 
this, Afs.. ix. 31. Gal: i. 22. Let neither were the 
Paſtors of theſe ſummoned, nor invited: So that 
here was not ſo much as a ſmall Provincial Synod. 

If it be faid, that poſſibly there might have been 
Elders of other Churches, as well as of the Church 
of Jeruſalem; tis eaſy to anſwer, that poſſibly there 
might not; and probably there were not; becauſe 
we don't find the leaſt intimation that there were. 
And certainly, if the Holy Ghoſt had intended to 
leave this on Record, as an Example of a Synod, it 
would have been very clear that the Elders of other 
Churches, as well as of that one Church of Jeru- 
ſalem were ſent to, and were preſent: For who 
would call an Aſſembly of the Elders of one Church 
a Synod; tho' two or three other Elders were pre- 
ſent. So that this Aſſembly alſo might be called a 
Presbytery, the Elders of one Church being the greats 
eſt Number, but not a Synod. 

Some have argued that there were other Elders 
preſent, beſides thoſe of the Church of Feruſalem, 
becauſe it is faid, v. 12. Then all the Multitude kept. 
Silence. But others have from the ſame Words ar- 
gued that all the Church, or at leaſt all the Bre- 
thren were preſent; as it is certain they were af- 
terward, v. 22, 23. it may be in the Afternoon 
of the ſame Day. But ſeeing it is ſaid, v. 6. The 
Apoſtles, and Elders came together, rd m3 -, v. 12. 
may ſignify them only, for they were all the Com- 
pany that were before ſaid to be preſent. And 
in this Senſe the word is uſed, c. xxiii. 7. 444 

But for the clearer underſtanding this Matter, it 
may be uſeful to conſider more particularly, what is 


related of this Aſſembly at Jeruſalem, Afts xv. 
The 
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The occaſion of it was that ſome came from Ju 
dia; to Antioch, and taught that the Geiitiles mult 
not only believe in Chriſt; and berbaptized; and keep 
the Moral Law, and all that Chriſt had commanded 
to be obſerved in his Church; but that they muſt 
alſo be Circumciſed, and keep the Ceremonial Lau 


fore they could be owned as Chriſtians, and true 
members of Chriſtian Churches. And this Queſtion 
would affect all Chriſtians every were, eſpecially where 
there were both Jeu, and Gentiles, - Theſe muſt 
conſider whether they could ſubmit to the things 
impoſed? And thoſe whether they could on ſuell 
as Brethren that did not ſubmit? 

Paul, and Barnabas had no ſmall Diſſinrion, and Diſpu- 
tation with the Impoſers, v. 2. And it ſeems could 
not prevail with them, by any Reaſons which they 
could urge, to deſiſt from, or abate of their Demands: 
Elſe the matter had gone no further. 

But tho''there-was Occaſion, if ever there coals 
be, for a general Council, they did not propoſe 
ſuch an Expedient. They never thought of it, or 
did not approve of it. Indeed the ſpirit of God, 
who guided them, did not direct them to propoſe, 
or call any ſuch; (tho he knew Men would invent 
ſuch afterward) which makes it probable that he did 
not approve of them: For he did not now appoint 


ſuch an one to be a Pattern for future Ages of | 


the Church. 

But they determined that Paul an Barnabas,” and 
certain other of them ſou go up to Jeruſalem to the 
Apoſtles, and Elders about this O. 


n __ to be reſolved or decided, and two Par- 
nes 


Moſes, or elſe they could not be ſaved. v. 1, 5: i. e. They 
muſt be Fews, or Proſelites to the Jewiſh Church be- 


neſtion, v. 2. Here was 
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| ties, in the Church of Antioch, agree to refer it to 
the Apoſtles, and Elders that: were at Feruſalem : 
The whole Church conſenting, for v. 3. they were 
| brought on their Way, and — with Expences 
for their Journey, by the Church. So that if the Aſ- 
ſembly at Jeruſalem was a Synod, it was called by 
two Parties in the Church of Antioch, or at en 
by that Church, iy) 

The Perſons ſent to Jana were Paul, and Bar- 
nabas, and certain other : Surely ſuch as difputed 
with them, that both Parties might have ſome to 
plead their Cauſes. And ſo Paul, and Barnabas, and 
others from Antioch did not go as Members of a 
Synod, to fit, and Vote; but as. Meſſengers to the 
Apoſtles, and -Elders, to deſire their Judgment, and 

o plead their ſeveral Cauſes before them. So that 

it can't be ſaid that this was a Synod, tho' but a 
{mall one, conſiſting of the Paſtors, and Delegates 
from two Churches: For thoſe that went from An- 
tioch, went only as Meſſengers. It is probable that 
the impoſing Party would not own Paul, and Bar- 
nabas to be Apoſtles: For elſe ſurely they would 
not have diſputed againſt them, and oppoſed them 
as they did. This might occaſion Paul ſo often 
to aſſert that he was an Apaſtle. And it may 
ſeem that ſome of that Party pretended to be 
Apoſtles, and to have greater Authority than hey 
2 Cor: x1. 13. to 23. 

The Perſons to whom the determination of the 
Controverſy was referred, and from whom it was 
expected were the Apoſtles, and Elders. 1. They 
were ſent to, v. 2. 2. They came together for to con- 
fader of this Matter, v. 6. 3. They ſend Judas, and 
Silas to the Brethren of the Gentiles, to acquaint 
them 
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them with their Determination, the whole Church 
conſenting, and approving it. 

Den pleaſed it the Apoſtles, and Elders, with he 
whole Church to Jend choſen Men of their own m- 
pam to Antioch, v. 22. 4. They write the Letter 
which Judas, 1 Aer Were to carry. The Apoſtles 
and Elders, and Brethren ſent Greeting, v. 23. 5. Luke, 


ſpeaking of their Determinations, calls Nw the 
decrees which were ordained of the Apeſites, and Elders 


which were in Jeruſalem,” c. "xvi. 4. 6. James, and 
the Elders of Jeruſalem ſpeaking” to Paul of this 
very Thing, ſeven Years after ſay, as touching the Gen- 
tiles. which. believe, WE have written, and concluded 
that they obſerve no ſuch thing, ſave only that they keep 
themſelves from things offered to Idols, and from Blood, 
and from things ſtrangled, and from Fornication, c. xxi. 25. 
Thus the Presbytery of the Church of | Jeruſalem 
aſcribed the determination of the Queſtion propo- 


ſed. by the Church of Antioch to themſelves, as oy: 


own A& and Deed. 

There were indeed three Apoſtles who were 
ſent to, and concurr'd, (yea, were Principal, and Lead- 
ers) * in this Determination, as well as the Elders of Je- 
ruſalem. But James was a conſtant Member, and 
Preſident, or Chairman of the Presbytery. Peter, 
and John had been Members of it, and Peter 
had been Preſident; and ſo they were not meer 
Strangers. And tho they had been called. 
away to ſpread the Goſpel in other Places; yet 
when they had. Occaſion to come to Jeruſalem, it 


may ſeem, they had ſtill a right to ſit in the Pref-- 


bytery there, and the Elders had the greateſt: rea- 
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ſon to be glad of their Preſence, and Aſſiſtance; 
for they Ap do no hurt, but good wherever 
they came. . However it was not a. Synod, or Af- 
ſembly of the Paſtors of divers Churches; but 
the Apoſtles, and Elders at Jeruſalem that the Church 
of Antioch ſent to, for a determination of the Con- 
| rroverly which troubled them, 

I The reaſon why they ſent to theſe, ſeems to ha 
been, that both ſides could agree to ſubmit to their 
Judgment, and Arbitration. If they ſaid, as Paul, 
and Barnabas did, that the Gentiles need not, or 
ought not to be Circumciſed ; both the Gen- 
tiles would without ſcruple, and gladly neglect Cir- 
cumciſion: and the Jews would own them as Bre- 
thren in Chriſt, and communicate with, or admit 
them to Communion without it, whatever the 
Impoſers ſaid to the contrary. But if they ſaid 
the Gentiles muſt be Circumciſed, they would 
think thoſe to have been in the right, that had 
taught ſo. 

We may ſuppoſe, that both parties were thus 
ſatisfied ro ſtand to the Arbitration of the Apoſtles 
and Elders of Jeruſalem, becauſe the Apoſtles had 
converſed with Chriſt ; and fully known his Mind, 
from his own Mouth, c. i. 3. And he had promiſed, 
and given his Spirit to Jead them into all Truth, John 
xiv. 26. and xvi. 13. So all | Chriſtians had the 
higheſt efteem of them, and looked on what they 
taught as infallibly true, and certain. But in this 
reſpect, this Aſſembly in which Apoſtles were a 
Part, was extraordinary; and Chriſtians never bad 
ſuch another ſince, to refer their Controverſies to. 
And tho' theydebated, and brought Reaſons and 
Arguments, this is no Proof that this was a Sy- 
7 nod, 


©. 


nod; or that they did not act as inſpired Perſons 
now; as well as archer Times. If they were ig 
ſpired at other Times, ſurely they were now: Te 
Queſtion was ſo weighty, that there ſeldom was 
more need of their being guided by the Spirit of 
God, than hen they were to determine it; When 


they wrote Scripture, they often reaſoned, and ar- 
gued from Scripture, yet they were then inſpired. 
Ang theſe” Words, Ir ſeemed guod to the N GO. 


ver. 28. may fignify, that he had made known his 


Mind to them in this Thing, by ſpecial Revelation, 


And as the Apoſtles had ſuch extraordinary Gifts; 
fo 'ris probable the Elders of - Fernſalem were ſomę 
of the Number of the Seventy; and that they were 
Prophets; ſuch whoſe Knowledge of divine 'Fhings 
was not acquired by Study, but infuſed; or given 
by Inſpiration. Tis expreſly-ſaid of Judas, and Silas, 
ver. 23. that they were Prophets: In which reſpect 
alſo this Aſſembly was extraordinary. Every Church 


indeed had its Presbytery long after, as it is plain 


by the Epiſtles aſcribed to Euatius, and other an- 
cient Writjngs. But the Seventy would ſoon be gone 
to Heaven, and the Gift of Prophecy ſoon/ ceaſed ; 
though” ſome other miraculous Gifts, in particular 
that of caſting out Devils ſeems to have continued long. 
So that tho they might ask Counſel of à Preſ- 
bytery, yea, and at Jeruſalem in future Times, they 
could not conſult with ſuch an one as this. 

I think by what hath been ſaid, that I may well 
call the Aſſembly ſpoken of Act. xv. a Preulytem: 
For tho? there were Apoſtles in it, as well as other 
Elders, James, as I have already ſhewed; was 'otie 
of the Elders of Jeruſalem; and the Preſident, or 
Chairman of the Presbytery. And it ſhanld not 

D ſeem 
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ſeem ſtrange to call an Apoſtle an Elder; ſor all the 
Apoſtles were Elders, the firſt Elders, or Biſhops in 
the Chriſtian Church. And Elders, and Biſhops were 
all one in their Language, and in their Time; tho? 
before the End of the ſecond Century, the firſt 
Elder, or Chairman of the Elders in a Church 
uſed to be called the Biſnop of that Church. And 
the Apoſtles Peter, and John, who alſo were in this 
Aſſembly, call themſelves: Elders, 1 Pet. v. 1. 2 John. 
ver. 1. 3 John, ver. 1. So that the Aſſembly may well 
be called a Presbytery. 

And it was the Presbytery of the Church of 
Jermſalem: And there was good Reaſon for the 
Church of Antioch to ſend to this rather than to 

any other; not only becauſe of what -7 have al- 
ready mentioned, that one Apoſtle was a Mem- 
ber of it, and two other Apoſtles would be pre- 
ſent in it; or becauſe it conſiſted of ſuch as had 
ſeen Chriſt, and been taught by him, as the Seventy 
had; or of ſuch as had the Gift of Prophecy; 
or becauſe it was large, as that Church was, where- 
as in many ſmaller Churches there might be in 
a Presbytery but two or three Elders; but alſo 
becauſe thoſe that came doun from that Church 
had cauſed the Diviſions that were at Antioch. So 
the Apoſtles, and Elders, and Brethren ſay, ver. 24- 
We have heard that certain, which went out from us 
have troubled you with Mrd.. ſo ver. 1. Gal. ii. 12. 
They ſeem not to have had the leaſt Thoughts of 
having recourſe to a Synod of many Churches: 
And if they laid the Matter before any one Preſ- 
bytery, which ſnould it be, but that from which 
the Teachers that troubled, them came? And the 
Church of Jeruſalem, as it was the firſt of Churches; 
and 
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and from which all others were propagated”; 
Eccleſia ex qua omnis eceleſia habuit initium: Sout 
was much eſteemed by other Churches of the Jews, 
and by the Jeu every where, and the Members 
of it were, as well as any other Chriſtian Jews, 
zealous the Law: So that if they would on the 
Chriſtian Gentiles as Brethren, tho not cirtumciſed; 
other Jeus could not pretend to diſown them, would 
not do ĩt, ſo there would be Unity. On which Ac- 
count the rather the Apoſtles, and Elders imparted 
the Matter to the whole Church, ver. 22, 23. For 
the Apoſtles, and Elders only were ſent to by thoſe of 
Antioch, ver. 2. and they only are ſaid to have come 
together to tonfider of that Matter, ver. 6. and to them 
the Decrees are aſcribed, ch. xvi. 4. and ch. xxi. 25. 
So that when the whole Church choſe Men to go 
to Antioch, ver. 22. and the Brethren are joined with 
the Apoſtles, and Elders as writing the Letter, ver. 23. 
they are ſet forth as conſenting to what was well 
determined by the Apoſtles, and Elders, and they 
judged to be fo. This may be an Example to all 
Presbyteries, to ſeek to have the Concurrence of their 
ſeveral Churches, in all Things of great Conſe- 
quence: Bur the Church of Jeruſalem would fer an 
Example to all other Churches of the Jeus, and to 
all Jeu every where, to receive the Chriſtian Gen- 
tiles as Brethren, tho not circumciſed, nor obſerv- 
ing their Law. This the Apoſtles, and Elders no 
doubt aimed at in propofing what they had deter- 
mined to the Brethren, and deſiring their Con- 
. ſent, and Concurrence. And it had in * mea- 
ſure the deſired Succeſs. 
Laſih, As to their Manner of proceeding in this 
Aſſembly; As the Apoſtle James was at other Times 
D 2 the 
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the Preſident of the Presbytery, ſo he ſeem to liate 
been now. When they firſt ſat doun, it uus ks 
place to ask Pauli, and Blamnakbs, and thoſe others 
that came from Antioch, what their Meſſage was? 
what thoſe who ſent them deſired of the Apoſtles, 
and Elders, who were now aſſembleil? Then there 
was much Diſputing, ver. . both Sides pleaded their 
Cauſes, and ſhewed what Reaſons they had Brought, 
or had to bring for, or againſt the Gentiles being 
circumciſed. What any of the Elders, or the Apo- 
ſtle John ſaid; is not ſet doun; but Perer plainly 
ſmheted; that the Yoke of the ceremonial Law was 
not to be put on the Neck of the Gentile And 
brought this as a Proof of it, that when he had 
preached! to Cornelius, and his Friends, many years 
ago, God! wanifeſted his Acceptance of them tho 
they were not circumciſed; nor did» any pretend 
then, that they ought to bes ſo that this urging 
Circumciſion now was an Innovation. Then 1 ſup- 
pole Paul, and Barnabas were deſired to give an Ab- 
count of their being called to preach to the Gentiles; of 
the Miracles which God wrought by them; and the 
Succeſs they had had in turning many from Idols to 
the living, and true God, and to true Holineſs; 
which they did accordingly ; and all the Aſſembly 
heard them patiently, and did not [interrupt them, 
Laſt of all James ſpake, and poſſibly thoſe words, 
2% xp, Ver. 19. My Sentence is, or [ judge or determine, 
might be ſpoken by him, not only as a Member, but 
as the Mouth of the Aſſembly, concluding what An- 
ſwer was to be given to the Church of Antioch, in 
the Name of them all; as he had, by what had 
been already ſpoken, and propoſed, known the my 
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of all: And the Letter was written ene 
what. he thus ſpake: - u C01 $1 ; 1 
The Letter was written by the Apoſtles; and Eldets, 
and Brethren, to the Brethren, of the Gentiles, in A- 
tioch, and Syria, and Cilicia; from hence ' ſome 
have inferred, that there were Meſſengers from the 


Churches of Syria, and Cilicia, as well as front Antiath ; 


and theſe together with the Apoſtles, and Elders at 
Jeruſalem would make a Synod. This ſhews how eat- 
neſtly ſome have endeavoured to prove this to have 
been a Synod: But thoſe that went from Amioab 
did not go as Delegates to a Synod, do fit with the 
Apoſtles and Elders, to determine the Controverſy 
that was diſputed at Antioth; but as Meſſengers to 
the Apoſtles, and Elders to deſire them to deter- 
mine the Controverſy. And if there had been an ? 
others from Syria, and Cilicia,. they muſt have gone 
on the ſame Account. But there is no Intimation 
that there were. But it rather ſeems that tho the 
Impoſers had made the greateſt Stir, and met with 
the greateſt Oppoſition. at Autioch ; yet they had 
gone to other Churches in ria, and as far as Glicia; 
therefore the Apoffles, and Elders endeavomured, by 

writing to the Gentiles there, to remedy the Ham 
that might have been done; and to prevent the 
Harm that might further be done. And for te 
ſame Reaſon Paul, and Silas, not long alter, 
went thro” Syria, and Cilicia conferming the Churches, 
yer. 41. And ſurely if the Controverſy had been 
to be determined by a Synod, it ſnould have met at 
Antioch, in Syria; of at Tarſus, in Glicia.; and not at 
Feruſalem, which was about three hundred Miles 
from Antioch ; and from Tarſfus much further, And 
if this Aſſembly at Jerſalem had been a _ 
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there would have been preſent in it Paſtors of the 
Churches in Galilee, which was in the ſame Land, 

che furtbelt Part of it not an hundred and fifty 

Miles from Jeruſalem; and of thoſe in Samaria, 
which was much nearer; and of thoſe in Fudea, in 
which Feruſalem was; and not only Meſſengers from 
Places ſo remote as Hria and Cilicia. But no more 
need be ſaid to ſnew that this Aſſembly was not a 
-Synod, conſiſting in part of the Brethren from Au- 
tioch, Syria and Cilicia ; but this, that the Letter, in 
which they are mentioned, was not written by them, 
but by the Apoſtles, and Elders, and Brethren bob ths. 
Church of Jeruſalem to them. A 
| In the Letter they juſtify themſelves, by Aifornicg 
the Impoſers, as going, or at leaſt teaching ſo as thiey:did 
of their own Heads; to whom we gave no ſuch Command- 
ment. And they greatly blame and condemn them, 
as teaching Things that were of dangerous and per- 
nicious Conſequence ; they have troubled you with 
Words ſubverting your Souls, ver. 24. 

But they ſhew how far they were from an as 
ing Spirit, that when the Impoſers urged the Gen- 
tiles to be circumciſed, and to keep the whole Law 
of : Moſes, (which, if the Rabbins reckon right, con- 
tains at leaſt ſix hundred and thirteen Precepts,) and 
all this on pain of Damnation; they only direct, 
and adviſe them to abſtain from four Things, ver: 
a8, 29. It ſeemed good, tu lay upon you. no greater Bur- 
den, than theſe neceſſary Things, that ye abſtain from 
Meats offered to Idols, and from Blood, and from Things 
ſtrangled, and from Fornication : From which if ye keep 
your ſelves, ye ſhall do well. Fare ye well, | 
They do not bind them to do any Thing. They 
were bound as Chriſtians to Faith, and all | Holineſs, 

to 
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to obſerve all Things whatſoever Chriſt had commanded *® 
And they do not pretend to add any Thing to dn 
Commands. Only they deſire them to abſtain from 
ſome Things: But they were few in Number, only 
four; and ſuch as they could eaſily forbear; and 
did not think themſelves any way bound to: And ſo 
it —_— difficult, nor any Hardſhip to abſtain from 
them. They might do it when they pleaſed, tho 
none had deſired it of them. And it was neceſſary 
now that they ſhould abſtain: But not made neceſ- 
ſary by the meer Will and Pleaſure, or major Vote 
of this Aſſembly. They did not command or en- 
join it, and ſo make it neceſſary, when elſe it would 
not have been ſo; but they adviſed it, becauſe, as 
the Caſe ſtood, it was neceſar before, whether 
they had adviſed it, or no. For, theſe Things were 
— all others generally moſt provoking to the 
Jews. The Chriſtian Jews were offended and griey= 
ed, and the unbelieving Jeus were enraged, and 
ſer further from Chriſtianity, and their Converſion 
hinder'd by the Liberty which the - Chriſtian Gen- 
tiles often took in them, 1, All Kinds of Tdolatry 
were moſt abominable to the Jews ;* and yet ſome 
Chriſtian | Gentiles would fit at Meat in the Idol Tem- 
ples, and plead for, and juſtify their Practice; as we 
find even long after this Time, 1 Or. viii. 2.- Tho 
the Story of the ſeven Precepts of —— 
Noah was, I think, an Invention of the Rabbins, 
after this Time ; ; and the Gentiles were bound to ob- 
ſerve all the Ten Commands, not excepting the 
Fourth, Exod. xx. 10, 11. Let as the Jeu abhorred 
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Blood in them ſtill; ſo it's; likely they-- taught- chat 
even the Proſelytes of the Gate were bound to ab- 
| Hain from them; and it would be eaſy for the Gen- 
tiles ſo to do. Tho Deut. xiv, 21. allowed the Gn. 
tiles ro eat Things ſtrangled, it did not enjoin them to 
do it: And Chriſtians ſhould deny themſelves in 
greater Matters than that, rather than hinder the 
Progreſs of the Goſpel, and the Salvation of one 
Soul, 1 Cor. viii. 13. and ix. 19, to 22. and x. 32. 
3. As to Fornication, it was common among che 
Gentiles for Men to go to the Stews, or Harlots 
Houſes; (and ſome of their Temples were ſuch,) 
and their graveſt Moraliſts, ſuch as Cato, Cicero, &c. 
did not condemn that Practice: And long after this; 
the Apoſtle found it needful to perſuade the Chri- 
ſtian Corintiuaus againſt it, by many men 
1 Cor. vi. 13, to 20. 

We need not think that, becauſe the —ͤ— were 
to abſtain from theſe four Things, the Abſtaining 
from them all was alike neceſſary. Idolatry, and 
Fornieation are Sins againſt the Moral Law, the Law 
of Nature, which binds all Men, in all Ages, and 
Places: But eating T hings ftrangled,. and Blaod were 
forbidden to the Hraelites, in the Ceremonial Law of 
Moſes, which was but for a Time. But they are 
joined together, as being the Things which of all 
others were moſt offenſive to the Fews, in the Chri- 
ſtian Gentiles, If they would abſtain from Meats 
offered to Idols, from Things ſtrangled, and Blood, 
ſeeing they owned all the Ten Commandments, and 
the Laws againſt Inceſt in Lev. xviii. which was 
much more than to obſerve the Precepts given to 
the _"_ of Noah, (which were the only Things the 


Jews 
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Yews are ſaid to have impoſed. on abe Proſeiytes f the 
Gate,) ſurely even the unbelieving Jets ſnould have 
one the Chriſtian Gemiles, as they did the Profe- 
lytes of the Gate. And Mammon des (in Ainfworth' on 
Dent. xi 210 ſays, that even ſueh Proſelytes are the 
Saints. of :the: Nations of the World; and Inde u Por- 
tron in ie World that is to come. If the Jews were 
of this Mind in the Apoſtles Times, the Impoſers, 
with / uhom Paul, and Barnabas contended, were the 
more unreaſonable to ſay that the Gentiles could not l 
be faved» unleſs they were circumciſed, and kepxt 
the whole Law, i. e. unleſs W Jury of | 
Projetyter of Righteouſneſs,” 

We cannot expound the Dainads' of cha? Apoftes, 
and Eiders better than by the Doctrine of the Apo- 
file Paul, who explains more largely afterward what 
was here taught more briefly. And as he, and they 
agreed then, ſo they all taught the ſame Things af- 
terward: For they were all guided by the ſame 
Spirit. So that comparing the Decrees with the 
Apoſtles Doctrine, is the moſt certain way of inter- 
preting them. Now ' for Fornication Perſons were to 
be caſt out of the Church, 1 Cor. v. 11. So they 
were for eating Things offered to Idols, in the Idols Tam- 
ples : For this was one Kind of Idolatry, as the 
Apoſtle ſhews, 1 Cor. x. 14, to 22. But they might 
eat ſuch Meats at their own, or their Neighbours 
Houſes, if it was done without Scandal or Offence; 
ver. 25, to 30. And ſurely they might as well eat 
Things ſtrangled, or Blood, in the like Circumſtances. 
For as he there ſaith, all Things are lawfid for me, 
ver. 23. and Tit. 1. 15. To the pure all "Things are 
pure; and 1 Tim. iv, 4. Every Creature of God is good, 
1 be refuſed, if it be received with Thankſs . 
E e 1 


% 


giving : For. it is ſanflified by. the Mrd of Bud and 
Col. ii. 16. Let no Man therefore judge you'ini'Mhat, or 
in Drin; and Rom. xiv. 2. One believeth that he may 
eat all Things, another who if weak, eateth | Herbs 3 ver. 
6. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, ver. 14. 1 know, 
and am perſuaded by the Lord Jeſus, that there is nothing 
unclean. of it ſell, ver. 17. The Kingdom f God is not 
meat, and drink; ver. 20. All Thing: indeed are pure. 
So that if a Man were ſatisfied in his own Minds 
and did not offend others, he might eat any Sort of 
wholſome Food, notwithſtanding the Decyebs of the 
Apoſtles, and Elders. 

For how few, or eaſy, or. how ade 
the Things were which the Apoſtles, and Elders, 
and Church of Feruſalem deſired the Chriſtian Gen- 
tiles to obſerve, they do not enjoin and Command 
their obſerving of them; much leſs denounce Ana- 
thema's, or decree  Excommunication againſt thoſe 
that did not do it: They-only give their Advice in 
the Caſe, from which if ye keep your. ſelves, ye hal do 
well. 
Some have argued . — thoſe Words, It feemed 
goed, — to lay upon you no greater Burden, that Synods 
have Power to enjoin, and to command, or to make 
Laus. But before this can be proved, three Things 
muſt be clear; that the Words import a Command; 
that the Perſonsthat uſed them were a Synod; and that 
they had' this Power of Commanding as they were a 
Synod: But none of theſe ſeems clear. 1. Laying, 
or impoſing. 4 Burden is a figurative Expreſſion, and 
may be uſed by Equals, as well as Superiors ; and 
import no more than adviſing or perſuading. When 
Perſons: are averſe from a Thing, it is 5. Peas 
to them to be perſuaded to it: And the Gentiles 

Sas were 


vere now to obſerve ſome little Part of the tre- 
monial Faw, + which was in itſelf an heavy Yoke, 
and Bunden, ver. 10. S0 when Perſons are much in- 
clined, and aceuſtomed to any thing, as the Gen- 
tile were to eating all forts of Food z it Was a 
Burden to be diſſuaded : from uſing their liberty in 


ita And the Gentiles were not forbidden to eat 'Fhings _ | 


offered to Adolf by a Law, which would make it Sin- 
fal to do it gin any Caſe; but ſtill they might eat 
them, if bought. in the; Shbmbles ; only they: Were do 
abſtain in gaſe of; Scandal; and for. that Reaſan, 


that they might nat give Otfence, to occaſion others 


to Sin, oxithemſelves bel evil ſpoken of, 1 u. X 255 
to 33. „The like may be ſaid of eating things 
franghed, and Bld: They are adriſad, and per- 


ſuaded to abſtain for the like Reaſons; not enjain 3 


ed as hy a Law, never to eat. So that if it was 


never ſo plain, that this Aſſembly was a Synod, 


we cannot gather from henoe that Synods may mals 
Laus; but only that they! may give Advice The 

Apoſtles diſſuaded the Corinthians from Marrying, 
by divers Reaſons; but yet does not enjoin them 


to abſtain; and ſnews it to be neceſſary, for / ſome: - 


to marry, 1 Cr. vii. 8, 9, 28 3a, to 35 Ad- 
thoſe, Words, 1 Hare gol, wer. 28. may; mean, II 
on you u greater Burden, tl t: diſſuade um mar- 
Hing uben there, is no Aeceſßty Mieit, and there are 
weighty Reaſuns againſt it.]: And f we conſider the 


laſt Words, from which if qe leep your ſeluęs, je pa 


do well, they, may incline; us; to take the other, of 

laying a Burden, in the ſenſe of perſuading, and 

adviſing, rather than of | commanding, or nee a 
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-» Setondly, As it is not clear that ot, 
made any Law; much leſs is it) that they were u 


8ymod, or a Meeting of the Paſtors of divers. CMurch⸗ 


es. Tis certain that the Elders; or Presbytery Gf 


one Church met, and tun Apoſtles; Peror and Joh 


with them; and theſe nmüght now make part 


of the Presbytery, as they had done formerly.” At 
laſt, the whole Chureli met with the Presbytery, 
ver. 22. Then pleaſed it the Apoſtle, and Elders with ib 
whole Church : And the Letter was written by i 
Aoſtles, and Elders, and Brethren, ver. 2 $6 that if 
the laying a Border, was the making Laws, the! Bre- 
thren had a Gare f ſtiäs Legiſſation. Bat thoſe 
that moſt extol the Power of Synode, (will r o, 
that giving, Advice, or conſenting to the Advice 
given by their Paſtors, Was more ſaitable to chern. 
: Thirdy, As they were not à Synod; ſo whatever 
Power they exerciſed in laying Burdetis;! _ * 
it dads Synod, but tuo other ways 
As they were Arbitrators, choſen 17 "__ 
partes in the Church of | Antioch, three Hundred 
Miles off. The Queſtion which theſe propoſed to 
them was, whether. the Gentiles muſt be Cirtumoi ſed, 
and keep the Ceremonial Lau They tell them no, they 
muſt not keep it; but yet adviſe, and perſuade them 
to abſtain from a few Things, which were very — 
fenſive to the Nation of the Jews, and Jcuiſd Chriſt- 
ians. f —4 had told them rdey muſt Keep tlie 
| whole Law, they ſeemed reſolved to have c eds 
Much more would =—_—_ tabs hy ng * ght 
a Burden, at their d 
2. As they were direRed by- the Holy Ghoſt” 
And ſo it was he indeed that laid the Burden on 
them. Jt ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, (and to us) to 


9 
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jay o you no greater Burden,” And the Holy / Ghoſt, 
being one God with che Füther, and Son, Ln. 
— to make what 
make any now, bur directed, or guided the Ap | 
ant Elders thus to give their Advice, and to per- 
dude. d. 323. nil ge: Nau C: 

The Great" Dimcult) is to eite an * Account 


why they ſhould mention themſeltes at all, ſceing 


they could fay, i Seemed good to the Holy 22 to lay 
nd greater Burden.— But there was great Reaſon 


why they ſhould tpe peak as they did, and mention 


chetyſeives ;- pecans. they were the 'Perfons whom 
the Amtiochians ſent to, defiring to know their. Mindsz 
But ſeeing they tale the Mind of the Holy Ghoſt, 
it was fit 40 ſhould, mention him too; (for ie 
would moſt fully ſatisfy all Parties, to know hig 
Mind) and that they ſhould name him, before them- 
ſelves.” So that whereas they might have ſaid it 
ſcemed gobd, nor only to us, but to whom you ſext, which 


is much more, to the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe J We er- 


tain know ; they ſay the ſame in effect, but”; more 
briefly: k ſeemed yood to the Holy Gheſt, and t u 

So that if it was never ſo clear, that "this AF 
ſembly made a Law, forbidding all Chriſtians to car 


Things ſtrangled, and Blood; yet it would not follow, 


that Synods have Power to make Laws, nor chat 
a Presbytery of one Church, the whole 1 con 


ſenting, have Power to make Laws for other Church- 


es: For they did it not by virtue of any power they had 


as a Presbytery, much leſs as a, Synod,” for 2 were; 


not a Synod ; but as Arbitrators whom one urch 


had choſen, and other Churches would ſubmit to; 


and eſpecially as they were all, or at leaſt many of, 
them” Inſpired Perſons, © that certainly knew the 
| Mind 


_ he pleaſed : But did not 
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Mine, of the Holy Ghoſt. And ſo if .a Law. was 
made, it was the Holy Ghoſt which made it, not 
they. c Ds 
And, as this was an extraordinary Adembly, cans — 
ſiſting of inſpired Perſons, in whole, or ig part, 
there never hath been any ſuch ſince, chat have had 
the like Authority that this had; becauſe there, hath 
been none that hath had ſuch extraordingry ite 
and Guidance, ſuch Inſpirations, as theſe Had. If 
any Members of a Synod now ſhould pretend. to In- 
ſpiration, their own Brethren. would be ready | to Fall 
it Impoſture, or at leaſt Enthuſiaſm : And, we have 
no reaſon to think, that any number: of Men, .have 
Inſpiration when together, that haye it not Aid 
part: Nor hath any Synod ever given any evi depce 
by Miracles, or otherwiſe, that they were inſpired, 
But generally, they have deſired to have; their 'Dez 
crees ratified by the authority, of Emperor * and 
Kings, or other Powers of this World; ; and Fe 
they have truſted. 8 

But, if inſpired Apoſtles did only give Aauicg. to 
do what, was neceſſary to be done; ordinary Paſtors 
can't from thence pretend to haye a power, of * 
ing Laws, and enjoining, or commanding, t u 
that are not neceſſary, no more e 8 | 
Hands before eating. 

If what 1 have faid be of any, "weight, and the 
Aſſembly ſpoken of, A&s xv, was not a Synod, and. 
Chriſt hath not appointed Synods ; I think, it will 
follow that Synods can have no power to make 
Laws for any part of Chriſt's Church ; much, l for 
the whole. hae power can any have in Chris 8 
King dom, but what they have from him? The 
Paſtors of frety C Church or + Congregaion baſe: great 

a Ower 
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power in that Church; or rather; much duty to do 
in teaching, miniſtring Sacraments, and governing, 
and watching over every Member of it: But, if 
the Paſtors of all the Churches in a Province, or Na- 
tion, or in all the World ſhould leave their Flocks, 
and meet together in greater, or leſſer Sytiods, they 
would have no Power at all there; becauſe Chriſt 
hath not appointed them to meet in any ſuch Aſſemb- 
lies, but rather forbidden it, ſo far as it would hind- 
er their doing their Duty to their Flocks. And the 
greater ſuch Synods are, and the greater power ſucli 
Synods take to themſelves in making Laws, Cc. the 
worſe it is, and the leſs pleaſing to Chriſt, both as 
they negle& their Duty, and uſurp a Power in his 
Kingdom which he hath not given them. If the 
Mayors, or other chief Governours of all the Cor- 
porations in England ſhould meet together, it would 
not be a lawful Aſſembly ; as not being appointed by 
the Law of the Land: And by conſequence, I think 
apainſt Law : And the more power they ſhould take 
to themſelves to make Laws, or to interpret them, 
and declare what is Law in any Caſe; or to try 
Cauſes, Civil, or Criminal, and paſs Sentence in 
them, ſo much the worſe it would be. | 
There were, in the Apoſtles Times, many Diſor- 
ders, Diviſions, and Hereſies, as we find by their E- 
piſtles; and yet they never directed, or mentioned 
the calling any Synod Provincial, or National, much 
leſs any general Council. Poſſibly, they might never 
have thought of any ſuch thing as a Synod; or how- 
ever, did not ſer any Example of holding ſuch, to 
direct, or warrant, the doing it in future Ages. 
Chriſt had not appointed ſuch, and his Spirit did not 


dire& them to 85 any; or to teach that ſuch "__ 
z 
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be ; beenuſe it did not ſeem (good to: his-infiniz 
Wiſdom, which knows, and confiders-all things. 
On what has been ſaid, it may be queſtienad 
| ber de en be no Synods? And I will not 
enquire what Power the Chriſtian Magiſtrate hath to 
call a Synod? But ſurely if he does, it muſt not 
be to rule him, or his People; but only to adviſe 
him. And he muſt not yield himfelf to be led by 
their Advice, as a blind Man, who can't ſee to guide 
himſelf, but as he is led by others; leſt he meet 
with blind Guides. He muſt ſee with his own Eyes. 
The Ng of Mrael was to be a Student in the Law 
of his God, Deut. xvii. 18, 19. Jof. i. 8. And Chriſti» 
an Princes ſhould ftrive to know the Mind, and wy 
of Chriſt their Saviour. s 
But, tho' Chriſt hath not appointed Synods, the 
Paſtors of divers Congregations may meet , 
as well as other Perſons - And it may not hinder 
their doing their Duty, to their ſeveral Flocks, but 
further their Succeſs in it. The Paſtors of ten, ex 
twenty, or ſometimes of a hundred Congregatiy 
ons, ina great City may meet together, and none 
of them have above a Mile or two to go. 
in the Country, the Paſtors of ten, or twelve, and 
often of twenty Congregations may meet at a Mark- 
et Town, or large Village, which is not above four, 
or five Miles from thoſe that live furtheſt off. Such 
{mall Synads may meet frequently, and conſtantly: 
And what they can't do at one Time, they may do 
at another very ſoon, And all the Parts of Chriſt's 
Church, tho it were as large as the World; may. 


have the Benefit of ſuch Synods, and at all times. 
And if Synods be beneficial, why ſnould not all 


all 
the. Parts of G Church, have the Benefit of 
them ? 


chem? And! if they have it ſometimes, why ſhould) 
not they have it always? And as Paſtors 
their Congregations, with no worldly Forte, but on- 
ly with Reprboſs, and ſpiritual Puniſhments pites 


no juſt cauſe of jealouſy, even to unbelievirig Ru- 


lers: So neither will ſuch Synode, all whoſe buſi- 
neſs. it is to clear the truths of Chriſt, and adviſe, 
and perſuade Paſtors, and People to keep the Com- 
mand of Chriſt. And if they be pious} humble, 
diligent, and unanimous, what they teach and ad- 
viſe, will be received and complied with mort rea 
dily, and wlllingly by all Sorts, than the Decrees 
of great Synods, enforced by wordly Power, have 
uſually been. But Rulers will not uſually like great 
— unleſs they be wholly under "hr own 
Direction, and Management. 

It ſeems probable, that in the Apoſtles Times, 
and by their Encouragement, there were ſuch ſmall 
Synods of neigbouring Paſtors; as I am ' pleading 
for. Sometimes there were two or more Congrega- 
tions at Places not far diſtant from one another; 
(tho? for the moſt Part, it was otherwiſe) as o. 
rinth, and. Cenchreæ, in Greece; Colofſe, Laodicea; and 
Hierapwlis, in. Aa. When it was ſo, the Paſtors 
of two, or three Churches might eaſily, and frv- 


quently meet. And thoſe: that were good, and 


humble, and loving, would find need of advice, 
affiftance, and encour from their Brethren, 
in many -difficult Caſes, and be deſirous of it, and 
be as ready to help them again. And I think 
the Apoſtle intimates that there was ſach a Cor- 
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reſpondence betwixt the Paſtors of the Church of 


Coloſſe, and Laodicea; and perhaps alſo of Merapo- 
lis; _ TT 


F the 


34 The Powe of SrNoDs: 


the Paſtors of the Church of | Colofſe; i Sulure the 
Brethren, i. e. the Paſtors, who are moſt eminentiy 
Brethren to the Apoſtles, which are in Laodicea, 
and * and the Church, or Congregation,' 
which is, or meets at his Houſe, Thy u ziuoy dον 
ix Po And when this Epiſtle is read, or hath 
been read amongſt you, cauſe that it be read alſo in 
the Church, or Congregation ef the Laodiceans; and 
that he. Likewiſe read the Epiſtle from” Ladies 
The Apoſtle does not direct the two Congregati- 
ons of Culoſſe, and Laodicea to meet in one: But 
directs the Paſtors of the Church of Coloſſe to im- 
part a Copy of this Epiſtle to thoſe of Laodicea, 
and to receive the Copy of another Epiſtle, whe- 
ther that to the .Ephefians,; or any other, from them. 
By this he directs the Paſtors of theſe two 'Church- 
es to meet together, and I think alſo, ſuppoſes 
that they were want ſo to do. And this is in- 
timated alſo, ch. ii. 1. what he ſpeaks to one Church, 
is as if he ſpake it to both. In like Manner he 
ſeems to intimate, ch. iv. 13. that they had a hke 
Correſpondence with Hierapolis. | 
"Tis poflible and probable, that there might have 
been frequent Meetings of the Paſtors' of two, or 
three, or more neighbouring Churches, in many 
Places: And yet no Writer, hath given an account 
of it, any more then of the Seffions of the Preſ- 
bytery, which were in every Church. When things 
go on quietly, in an-ordinary, and conſtant Courſe, 
it is not uſual to ſpeak of them: Every one is 
ſuppoſed ro know r thit 1 is any way RY 
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© Col. iy. 15, + ver. 16, Wo 
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or curious. And the acts of the Rulers of da 
Societies are not much minded, or taken notice 
of. Hiſtorians have little to ſay of times of Peace. 


So that it is no Wonder, that little, or nd account 


of the many ſmall Synods, that may have been 
in the Primitive Times, hath been tranſmitted down 
to us. And Euſebius, and the Church Hiftorians' 
and Writers, not only aſter, but before his Time, 


would ſrarcely have given the name of Synods 
to ſuch ſmall Meetings of Paſtors, as I am ſpeak». 


ing of, But when the Paſtors, and Churches of 
Provinces, and Nations were divided about the 
time of keeping the Paſſover, (which ſhould not 
have been kept at all) and there were large Jy- 
nods about it, in many Places, ſome mention is 
made of them. But we may on this Occaſion take 
Notice, how little ſuch Synods conduce to the 
ending Controverſies, and compoſing Diviſions. So 


that they rather increaſed them, becauſe there were 


Synods againſt Synods; and ſo the differences that 
might have died and ceaſed, were revived, and fixed, 
and ſpread further. The like muſt be ſaid of the 
Synods which were held ſoon after, for, and 
againſt the baptizing thoſe that had been bap- 
tized by Hereticks, Nor have thoſe called ge- 
neral Councils united the Church, but there have 
been Council againſt Council, as the ſixth of Nas 
ſtantinople, and the ſecond of Wie about 


not to mention others. As Chriſt hath not ap 

pointed ſuch Councils, ſo he hath not bleſſed them: 
Bur much of the Diviſions,” Diſorders, and the great 
falling away foretold by the Apaſtle, have been 


owing to them, 


Fami. 
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And if they; end 
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1, the-Ry e or three, r r 


. great Town, Ja 2 
N. at ſuch Tir T that, 


. ccaſion.. negle any Duty s 
7 Wt adviſe how, they might beſt omote Kno 3 
ledge, Virtue, FE Piety, in all- hg of 

Meetings?, 1 


their Families, * ould. blame 
Qr WhO would not — them the greateſt Suc- 
= in them? But, if all the Rulers, of. Farlies, 
n a great Town, or Country ſhould meet; theig 
Buſineſs, and 1Nuty at home muſt be neglected . 
the major Vote to make 

avs, or im urneceſſary Burdens, and baniſh. all. 

at would not ſubmit to them, out of. theix Pre» 
eincts; let all 2 how Sn ſuch MON 
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